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The Attack on the Pope:
“New Link to Bulganans

ByNICHOLAS GAGE™

The authorities in Wst.e:rn Europe
have information that supports test-
mony given to them by a Turkish assas-
sin, Mehmet Ali Agcs, that when he
tnadtothopeJothanlana_y
13, lssl.hewasacungnthebehstof

Deeﬁdm,thonghnmm
includes information from 2 Bulgarian |,
utﬁnnlwhoddeaadmﬁmmjnry
2881.

The official Jurdan “Mantarov, - 487
years old, tnld French ‘imelligence:
agents that the plot to kill the Popewas
gevised by the K.G.B., the Soviet imelli.
-gence agency, and by the Bulgariap se-
cret service, which many Western intel.

v

hgmcespeuﬂmmdzrmw_

mhandgoodsandsmtcrthur
boats out of Bulgarian waters. This in-
formation comes from an associate of |
Bekir Celepk, a Turkish businessman,
who Mr. Agcs said offered him $1.251

mmePope
T mw.:xmm
M: “MEntarov ‘the&ﬂgtmwhod&
tectad in France, was-deputy commer-
<ial attaché a1 the Bulgarian Embassy.
4n Paris. His defectionhas been kept s0 | |
xquiet by the French internal Counter-
espionage Service thatthe French have
only recently told the United States
‘Cemral Intelligence Agency about it.
According 0 French imtelligence
sources, Mr. Manterovioid his debrief.

—“Ibephnmmzp,m-
‘rovsud,bmethemngmasb&
lieved that the Pope-was the keystone of
& United States eort 1 subvers the

PnhshGovexmanandmmnmm
trom the Commumist bloc.

The Bulgarian Governmem ha.s
lmnedtheimphanmthatw
{ were tovolved in the assassination ai-
itempt- on the Pope -entirely -without
foundation and ‘& ‘fabrication put 1o0-
guhebmemtﬂhgmce'agm-
“cies. mmvmmhasnpmedly

asmnhewnsadnsehendofamgh-
.Tauking .official in the  counterintelli.]
gmdzvmmofthekﬂganmmte»
[a:myagmcy,“tbe‘nnmvna Sigur-
msx.?bema:d.hemd,toldmmabmn
growing ‘alsrm in Commumist intelii-
»gence agencies that the Pope had been
Lg;wenasmmsmmtohelpmsm
native Poland. .

-<"Mr. ‘Mantarov videntified the _high- .
.:znhngBmgananomualasDxmm
“Savov and said he was an official of the |

agency’s coumerimellipence gdivision.

-aemed &y role inthe attack.

- Mr. Manmarov's-account, aeeommg
to French intelligence sources, repre-
1 seats the firstrepor: trom a Bulgarian
-defector who was in an official position .
ntheume»oftbethoomg,ltwasun.
covered guring a two-month i
tiap by The New York Times, inleven,
coantries, ottheplmadlmssim
rﬁmp)or_ v
L Cmu:inlt\ly

gei 1. Antonov, 35, an officia) of Balkan
A:rlmewhomthe Italians are holding -
on suspicion that he was Mr. Agee's |
Bulgarian accomplice, rmtedlyean.
tradicted ‘information be gave to the
Italian authorities aboxt his - move- :
roents and contacts in Iwaly. . - :
And 1t tamdtha:’nuhshmugglus
WbOhgsAsamdﬁmncedh&smvds
after escape from prisan tn Turkey |
in November 1878 had-such close ties
with the Bulgarian guthorities, includ-
ing the state ty police, that they
were provided with depots to store their .

| ians, according to Mr. Meantarov’s ac-

! independent imtelligence sources .con-
firmed the existence of an official of the
‘Buigarian security agency with . the |
meDzmwaawv tbwghx.bevsmd

they could pot “immediately confirm -

tnathemwhoMr Mmmvsaadhe

P wWas.

1 4Mix. Nmmvv md Mr.’ Savvv told
+him that in 1979 the E.G.B. concluded
that the election 0! Karo! Wojtyle as

theyaarbeioremmgmea-ed y

. Pope
wibigniew Brzezinski, Presxdmtcfrs Polandandthe?opesuppunadmeasp)-
mm@ﬂmmmt&rﬂ “ter's pational security adviser, whowas rations of Polish ‘workers to organize

J born in -Poland. Mr. Brzezinski’s pur. -
puse,int!nsamtottheK.G.Bthmk
ing, was to take advamage of

unrest.-in-Poland .and break its n‘sm
.Moscow. 1t_is Dot clear or whit basis
%&G.ﬂ msmbzveraacbedsucba

RespousetoElecbmo! Pope

' The response 1o the election of Pope:

‘John Paul II-mndebytheSmetan.
thorities and corveyed to the Bulgar.

" .had first-band kno"

mmmmsmamhenmm:omaom .

count — was to “‘eliminate” the Pope, :

L

(Ee was spirited out of & Turkish prisan
-on- the nicht of Nov. 23. 1879. bv un-
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"-patiop plot, accor
rov's gatement tc

-"‘

camnot be indep(
‘seems clear that

important official
aurity agency for
Svirdiev, a forme
garian agency wh
oW lives in West (
given the name Di
kpew of ope per

STAT

Savov in the SeCUT..., e vivc warw an wic
-coumterinteli- ;

];uter zhe tormer co]unel sajd, Mr.-
s-vwwassemabmadmovmeesmo-
nage operatians while .serving as the
commercial attaché in & Bulperian em-
bessy. He‘could not remember to 'what

. Mr. Savovwasassigned, - -
"y . "Defection in Reims in 1981

%A source with pomtacts inthe Bulgar-
ian Embassy in“Paris said Mr. Ments-
TOV, vboxsmmedandhasadanghm
wis -Oepury commerical attaché trom
1979 o the summer of 1981, whenhede»
te::edsvhnevxsmnngs. :

atxsnmknownwhetheﬂ-‘mnch!mal.
lipence officials have ‘toid the lralian
-authorities about Mr. Mantarov's dis-
closures,-but it appears unlikely, be-
-cause they are known.to be protective of
‘the imformeation they collect. Nope -of
the kalisn offiGals interviewed, inciud-
ing the investigating magistrate, Dario

, gave any him that they knew
of the new defector. -
tAccording to the French sources, Mr. !
-Mapmrov said the K.G.B. became sus-
picious immediately after the election
of Cardine] Wojtyla as Pope in 1978 be-
cause §t coincided with growing. unrest
inPoland over corruption.and misman-
agement in the Polish Government.

The Eastern European imelligence
services, especially the K.G.B. and the
Bulgarian agency, came 1o believe that
the election of the Pope was engineered -
by Mr. Brzezinski to inspire the Poles to
strike om the Communist sys-
tem, Mr. Mantarov wid his debriefers, |
He said thet when umrest mounted in |

- tnto independent unions, Eastern Eurc-
peen intelligence agencies became cop-
. cerned that their fears were correct and
the K.G.B. began discussions with the
Bulgarian in telhgencemceonamy
toeliminate John Paul I1 )

: mun.gof'mrushm:or

;&i’ Mmmvvqtmedm Savov as




